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Bit language 


Bit (Khabit, Bid, Psing, Buxing) is an Austroasiatic language 
spoken by around 2,000 people in Phongsaly Province, northern 
Laos and in Mengla County, Yunnan, China ( Ethnologue ). 


In China, the Buxing people (Ip ri, Ip^i, or Ip 11; IPA: [pu f in]) are also called Kami f^AA or Kabi 
A (IPA: [khabit]) (Gao 2004). 

Yan & Zhou (2012:157) list the following names for Khabit. 

■ pu sip, k h a bet (autonyms) 

■ xaJvitl (Dai exonym) 

■ k h a ?mlt (Khmu exonym) 

■ Kami -^P)K (Chinese exonym) 

The Khabit name for Khmu is fa moi. 

Classification 


Paul Sidwell (2014)^ and Svantesson (1990) classify Bit as Palaungic. It is most closely related to Khang 
and Quang Lam. 
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In Laos, Bit is spoken by 2,000 people in the following villages (Gao 2004). The speakers call themselves 
"Laubit." 

■ Nam Lie 

■ Nam Lan 

■ Nam Liar] 

■ Nam Pauk 

■ Bon Tssm Mai 

■ Nam Tha 

■ BDn Hui Huo 

■ BDn BDm Phil] 

■ Nam NDi 

Kingsada (1999) covers the Khabit (khaa bet ) language of Nale village, Bun Neua District, Phongsaly 
Province, Laos.^ 


China 

In Mengla County, Yunnan, China, Bit (Buxing) is spoken by 539 people as of 2000, in the following 
villages (Gao 2004). 

■ Nanqian Manzhuang Village Mohan Township 

■ Kami Huiluo Village Kami Township AAfll / Mengban 

In Menghai County, Yunnan, China, there is a group of people known as the Bajia A? A of Menghun Sj}ft 
(not to be confused with the Tai-speaking Bajia of Meng'a Township Menghai County), which is 

close to the border with Shan State, Myanmar (Zhou 2013). They live in Manbi Village Menghun 

Town imi )HUi, Menghai County, Yunnan (comprising 48 households and 217 persons), and have recently 
been classified by the Chinese government as ethnic Bulang people Their autonym is Manbi or Bi 
The Bajia of Menghun believe that their ancestors had migrated from Laos. They are variously referred 
to by other ethnic groups as Kabi Ai&, Laos Bulang and Manbi people fii&A. They do not 

consider themselves to be Bajia A? A, which is a name given to them by government officials, since they 
do not believe they are related to the Tai-speaking Bajia of Meng'a. Yunnan (1979)^ considers Bajia A ^ 
to be a dialect of Tai Lue based on the group's autonym and language, with 225 Bajia people counted as of 
1960. The Bajia had originally migrated from Bajia A ^, Laojian Mountain ill, Jinggu County 
Yunnan (1979) documents the location of Bajia as Jingbo Township fDli Meng'a District SjPpIIx, 

Menghai County. 

Yunnan (1979)^ reports that in Mengla County, the Khabit (Kabie A all) have close relations with a group 
called the Bubeng JbHH, who numbered 15 households with about 100 people as of 1960, and speak a Hani 
language. Yunnan (1979) classifies both the Kabie AalJ and Bubeng Ip Mi as ethnic Hani people. 

Further reading 

■ Badenoch, Nathan. 2015. Phonological sketch of the Bit language of Luang Namtha, Laos. 
Presentation at SEALS 25. Chiang Mai. 

■ Gao Yongqi [HEAp?]. 2004. A study of Buxing [Buxing yu yanjiu IbAiafifflE]. Beijing: Minzu 
University Press [KSeiMfch]. 





■ Yan Qixiang [M^§] & Zhou Zhizhi [JHfiI;£] (2012). Mon-Khmer languages of China and the 
Austroasiatic family Beijing: Social Sciences Academy Press 

External links 


■ http://projekt.ht.lu.se/rwaai RWAAI (Repository and Workspace for Austroasiatic Intangible 
Heritage) 

■ http://hdl.handle.net/10050/00-0000-0000-0003-9381-D@view Bit in RWAAI Digital Archive 
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